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Scone Race Club has won the prestigious NSW Country TAB Race Club Of The Year award after the success of its two day cup carnival in May including its alone Saturday metropolitan meeting.

The awards were announced at a function in Sydney last Friday night where, for the first time, the country and provincial awards were presented at the same function.

Scone Race Club president, Noel Leckie, said the award capped an amazing year for the club.

“Our stand alone Saturday meeting was a first for a country club after 200 years of racing,” Leckie said.

“Those two days turned over more than $11 million in betting and that is unprecedented for a country club.

“However the turnover on our normal TAB meetings was also higher than any other country club and I am sure than had a bearing on us winning the award.

“Much of that is due to the quality of the horses we attract from leading country and provincial stables while we are also starting to see Sydney trainers sending horses here to race.

“They know they are racing on one of the best tracks in Australia and that, in turn, consistently attracts leading jockeys such as Christian Reith, Robert Thompson and Greg Ryan.”

Scone trainers Greg Bennett and Luke Griffith were among the three nominees for the Country Trainer Of The Year award, which was won by Coffs Harbour’s Brett Bellamy.

“It was pleasing to see two of our trainers among the three finalists,” Leckie said.

Long-serving Tamworth administrator Terry Burke was presented with the prestigious Simon Nivison Award for service to country racing.

Burke, a former president of the Tamworth Jockey Club, Hunter & North West Racing Association and vice-president of the Country Racing Council, retired from his portfolios last year.

Scone race course is to get a new, state of the art plastic running rail, courtesy of a multi-million dollar funding package from the State government.
Racing NSW directed that the funding should go to upgrading safety at country tracks with Scone one of 30 country clubs to get the new-generation rails which greatly reduce the risk of injury to jockey and horse if impact occurs.

There are a number of major safety advantages with these inside rails including the fact that the rails flex and bend once struck, greatly reducing the risk of injury to jockey and horse.   

Connection of the post to the rail uses a pivoting system that allows the post to rotate out of the path of a falling jockey while connection of the post to the ground utilises a release mechanism in which the post kicks out during collision within 20 milliseconds, removing the primary risk associated with jockey/post collisions.
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